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Introduction 


The Rock Garden of Chandigarh is a place famous for its creativity and beautiful sculptures made out of disre- 
garded waste material. It gives a feel of a world where everything imaginable is created by human hands. This 
sculpture garden, also known as Nek Chand’s Rock Garden, is named after its founder Nek Chand; a government 
official who began this garden as a hobby. However at present, it has grown to become a major tourist attraction 
with approximately five thousand daily visitors and spreads over an area of forty-acres. It is one of the leading 
tourist attractions of Chandigarh city and its immense and unique sculptures have grabbed the attention of peo- 
ple from all over the world. 
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The Rock Garden 


Nek Chand, a road inspector in early fifties, collected lots of stones and debris from villages destroyed in 1958 

for creation Chandigarh city. The garden started taking shape with the demolished wastes and scrap materials 

in 1960, when first 2000 sculptures were created in secrecy and on the gorges of Sukhna Lake. Though it was 
considered illegal, Nek Chand continued to build the garden until 1975, when he was discovered and started 
gathering public support for the functioning of the garden. By the time the government took over the garden, it 
had grown to about 12 acres with complex of interconnected patios, each filled with hundreds of pottery-covered 
concrete sculptures of dancers, musicians and animals. Nek Chand was highly praised for his single-handed effort 
and was given the honorary title of the sub-divisional engineer. He continued to take care of maintenance work 
in the garden. Later, the Government of India also honoured him with the title of ‘Padma Shri’. 


The most distinctive feature of the Rock garden is that it is completely made of waste materials, recycled indus- 
trial scraps, home scrap and other waste. Nek Chand, along with the government's help, set up centers to collect 
rags and ceramics, which were then used to continue building the various sculptures in the garden. The Rock Gar- 
den is built like a maze with interlinking paths and branched off directions. Thus, one has to be careful and me- 
thodical if one wants to look at all the exhibits. One can easily lose track of the paths and can miss many displays 
as it branches off in two directions. One must be sure to go in through one path and come out through another. 


Spe ce TP EL 


D’source 4 


Digital Learning Environment for Design - www.dsource.in 


Design Resource 


Rock Garden of Chandigarh 


Waste Material sculptures by Nek Chand 
by 

Palash Vaswani 

IDC, IIT Bombay 


Source: 
http://www.dsource.in/resource/rock-garden-chandi- 
garh/rock-garden 


1. Introduction 
2. The Rock Garden 
3. Contact Details 


D’source 


Digital Learning Environment for Design - www.dsource.in 


Design Resource 


Rock Garden of Chandigarh 


Waste Material sculptures by Nek Chand ~ a 
by AS -~ my 
Palash Vaswani “ AA Ey 
IDC, IIT Bombay Ae 

5 nen 
Source: 


http://www.dsource.in/resource/rock-garden-chandi- 
garh/rock-garden 


1. Introduction 
2. The Rock Garden 
3. Contact Details 


D’source 


Digital Learning Environment for Design - www.dsour: in 


Design Resource 


Rock Garden of Chandigarh 


Waste Material sculptures by Nek Chand 
by ,¢ 
pein nes | £2 over 0 years of endeavour Nek Sh 
| his technical know-how toturn his v1 
| reality. From its heart at the hut that 
| secret, itis now a total enviroment th: 
to all. Some see the Rock Gardenas ai 


OCK GARDEN FOR THE | 


aie 


Bo aus sesuesgai eeon teseaeeanten ahead | the childhood village of Nek Chands a 
garh/rock-garden 4 Z| G 0 him. through the trauma é f B ti tio 
| Others see a universal home that, uni 
1. Introduction i creatures and elements of natur ; 
2. The Rock Garden | soothes the spirit of the = 


3. Contact Details peoples of te globe. ar Ap @ 


D’source 


Digital Learning Environment for Design - www.ds 


Design Resource 


Rock Garden of Chandigarh 


Waste Material sculptures by Nek Chand 
by 

Palash Vaswani 

IDC, IIT Bombay 


Source: 
http://www.dsource.in/resource/rock-garden-chandi- 
garh/rock-garden 


1. Introduction 
2. The Rock Garden 
3. Contact Details 


D’source g 


Digital Learning Environment for Design - www.dsource.in 


Design Resource 


Rock Garden of Chandigarh 


Waste Material sculptures by Nek Chand 
by 

Palash Vaswani 

IDC, IIT Bombay 


Source: 
http://www.dsource.in/resource/rock-garden-chandi- 
garh/rock-garden 


1. Introduction 
2. The Rock Garden 
3. Contact Details 


D’source 9 


Digital Learning Environment for Design - www.dsource.in 
g g Ss e.1n ; 


Design Resource 


Rock Garden of Chandigarh 


Waste Material sculptures by Nek Chand 
by 

Palash Vaswani 

IDC, IIT Bombay 


Source: 
http://www.dsource.in/resource/rock-garden-chandi- 
garh/rock-garden 


1. Introduction 
2. The Rock Garden 
3. Contact Details 


Digital Learning Environment for Design - www.dsource.in 


Design Resource 


Rock Garden of Chandigarh 
Waste Material sculptures by Nek Chand 

by 

Palash Vaswani 

IDC, IIT Bombay 


Source: 
http://www.dsource.in/resource/rock-garden-chandi- 
garh/rock-garden 


1. Introduction 
2. The Rock Garden 
3. Contact Details 


10 


D’source i 


Digital Learning Environment for Design - www.dsource.i in 


Design Resource 


Rock Garden of Chandigarh 


Waste Material sculptures by Nek Chand 
by 

Palash Vaswani 

IDC, IIT Bombay 


Source: 
http://www.dsource.in/resource/rock-garden-chandi- 
garh/rock-garden 


1. Introduction 
2. The Rock Garden 
3. Contact Details 


D’source 12 


Digital Learning Environment for Design - www.dsource.in — 


Design Resource 


Rock Garden of Chandigarh 


Waste Material sculptures by Nek Chand 
by 

Palash Vaswani 

IDC, IIT Bombay 


Source: 
http://www.dsource.in/resource/rock-garden-chandi- 
garh/rock-garden 


1. Introduction 
2. The Rock Garden 
3. Contact Details 


D’source 3 


Digital Learning Environment for Design - www.dsource.in 


Design Resource Mia ae io si 
Rock Garden of Chandigarh aie ee vi il 4 ' ‘48 ) 
Waste Material sculptures by Nek Chand ‘ oe oa : 7 Sm rf r We 
by ae See 

Palash Vaswani 
IDC, IIT Bombay 


Source: 
http://www.dsource.in/resource/rock-garden-chandi- 
garh/rock-garden 


1. Introduction 
2. The Rock Garden 
3. Contact Details 


D’source 


Digital Learning Environment for Design - ww 


Design Resource 


Rock Garden of Chandigarh 
Waste Material sculptures by Nek Chand 

by 

Palash Vaswani 

IDC, IIT Bombay 


Source: 
http://www.dsource.in/resource/rock-garden-chandi- 
garh/contact-details 


1. Introduction 
2. The Rock Garden 
3. Contact Details 


Contact Details 


This documentation was done by Palash Vaswani, Design Associate at 
IDC, IIT Bombay. 


You can get in touch with him at palsonline[at]gmail.com 


You could write to the following address regarding 
suggestions and clarifications: 


Helpdesk Details: 
Co-ordinator 

Project e-kalpa 
Industrial Design Centre 
IIT Bombay 

Powai 

Mumbai 400076 

India 


Phone: 091-22-25767820/ 7801/ 7802 
Fax: 091-22-25767803 
Email: dsource.in[at]gmail.com 


